NFIG 
Meeting Minutes – 2008 AMIA

Rachel Parker & Jessi Jones – Co-Chairs
rparker@oscars.org or jessijones@oscars.org 
Rachel: Let’s stick to the agenda…

1) The Nitrate Film Interest Group basics to nitrate film has been uploaded as a PDF on the AMIA website. The only goal left to get this completed is to have every lab and archive around the world that is capable of  housing or just identifying nitrate on this document. If you are not on the document and would like to be then please contact Rachel. 
2) Flickr Site – Thus far found to be very useful. We are posting anything that is unidentified, it does not have to be nitrate. People can send scans to Rachel and she will put them on the site with all the info the sender can provide. We have not and do not plan on listing the origin of where any of the unidentified frame scans come from, so any institution may submit them. 
3) Nitrate Awareness Resource: Jim Hahn started this about 2 years ago. It contains basic info on DOT regulations, Fire dept. regulations etc. He’s going through government docs and putting it all in one place. First, he will present his findings to the Academy, then he’ll branch out from there. We will upload the document as a PDF onto the NIFG site. We hope it will be useful to newbies and pros alike. 

4) Nitrate Screenings: No one in L.A. will help with screenings. No venue donations. The UCLA Bridges Theater will charge us. As we have no budget, it will be difficult. If the Cinematheque does it, they will want to program it themselves. We could have a fundraising screening to pay for the rental…If we want this to start happening, we need some new ideas and we’ll also need some help!

Ken: We have the ability to screen and prints to do it with, but it can’t be a fund raiser.

Rachel: That’s OK, I just want it to happen.

Ken: Let’s stay in touch.

Rachel: Should we send something through the listserve? Or do something on the site?

Group: listserve is fine, and easier, maybe get some leads. 

5) MSDS and other government documents: 
Ken proposed the issue of all of the misinformation and myths that can be found in the MSDS document. Originally the Article of Information sheet was lacking, but now it’s on the Kodak website, and there is a lot of misinformation in there stated as fact. I.e. – Item 5 states that nitrate will become an explosive powder – this isn’t true! We need to rewrite, but in order to make that happen we need to do the research – to figure out WHERE that info came from. [urban legends?] He knows that there is something somewhere, but maybe it’s not the whole story – no one mentioned the projectionist was smoking while prepping the nitrate that burned down the theater…
We know that this needs to change and while having the Myth Busters do a show on this would be a lot of fun, we would probably need more than that to change the MSDS document. We need a real study that starts from the beginning of nitrate film. Multiple people shared their stories of not being able to get deteriorated nitrate or powder to burn. We know that there have been tests in the past and we need to find the reports that people used to publish these documents. 
Issues: We can’t make sweeping judgments because the chemical make-up changes (like how news stock has been shown to deteriorate faster than other stocks). Some people think we will need to go the extreme technical route and will need the help of chemists; while others believe that the historical path may the better one to take. This would involve researching specific reports and stories of exploding nitrate and documenting where whey came from and why. This will be long and difficult but it needs to be done.

Leads: Heather Heckman, a Ph. D. student has offered to help with at least a portion of this research, as she already has to present research papers throughout the year anyway, although this would have to wait for spring. Ed mentioned that the U. of Rochester has all of Kodak’s documents so if anyone would like to research those, they are available. Ralph mentioned multiple places have nitrate film in their documents from decades ago such as the 1940s L.A. fire code. Zac mentioned that when he helped set up the MIAS program at UCLA they scanned a lot of material into a database. If it’s still there, it’s totally researchable.

What needs to happen: Send any docs you find to Rachel, so they can be in a centralized place. Hopefully we will be able to get enough documents together to utilize any students that are willing to help and then take it from there. 
6)NFPA 40 - RE: nitrate flat film – Flat film and rolled film have different storage parameters. There has already been a committee that has been handling getting the NFPA to create a different document for flat film - will be NFPA 400. Milt Sheftner is the point person on this so if you have any questions or would like to help he is the one on contact. Ken mentioned that flat film used to be in NFPA 42, then it moved to NFPA 40 and caused all kinds of problems but the NFPA is a very rigid 3 year cycle so this will still take awhile.

7) Oral History Project – Ed Stratmann will start next year. Please contact him if you have anyone interested in talking about nitrate or are willing to help. 
8) Emergency Telephone numbers for nitrate shipping-
Rachel explained that when you ship nitrate, you must provide an emergency phone number in case of a problem. AFI headed an umbrella telephone number for 10 years that is going to end in April of 2009. At that time, everyone under that umbrella will have to figure something else out. This can become a very expensive but necessary subscription. AFI paid for $500 of the total cost while everyone else paid $50 a year and whatever route we choose will almost definitely be more expensive than that $50 due to the fact that we no longer are going to have a company cover a majority of the cost. 
It was brought up by the group that if you do not have an emergency response telephone number then that is considered illegal and you can be fined $25,000. Which is the basic fine for if you break any nitrate shipping regulation. 
There are companies that will provide us with another service just like the one that AFI covered but we will need a company to accept the responsibility of being that umbrella for everyone else. The more companies we have joining together to get a subscription then the cheaper it will be for everyone. Please email Rachel if you are interested in being a part of the group of archives or labs that will get a joint number together.

Rosa brought up a problem they have at UCLA which is that people call with nitrate that needs to be shipped to them. She wondered if a list could be put together of certified shippers throughout the country that these people can call and get their material sent? Rachel said that that list is basically the same thing as the contact list she is working on completing that is in the “Identification and Handling Nitrate Film Guide” on the AMIA website. 
9) Any new topics?
Criss is going to organize a recertification class for shipping nitrate – contact her if you are interested in being a part of this: Christina.Kovac@nara.gov Artie mentioned that on the East coast they plan on having another one day session if anyone was interested. 
Last words of the meeting:

Rob: This is off topic, but regarding the nitrate screenings – if you quit working for UCLA, they’ll set you up with a really good nitrate screening!!
